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The Hotel Albany (formerly the Crowne Plaza) was crowded last night as caucus weekend participants schmoozed, sipped and munched their way through the numerous receptions that are the hallmark of this annual event.

The evening kicked off with a cheese, fruit and hors d’oeuvres event hosted by NYC Comptroller John Liu in honor of organized labor.

The room was packed with union members – including UFT President Michael Mulgrew – and sundry supporters of Liu, who has had a rocky several months thanks to multiple investigations into his fundraising practices that so far have resulted in one indictment.

(Xing Wu Pan, a major Liu bundler, pleaded not guilty to conspiracy and wire fraud charges during his arraignment in Downtown Manhattan on Saturday).

No mention was made of Liu’s troubles, which he has insisted will not deter him from running for NYC mayor in 2013, until Sen. Eric Adams took to the podium.

Adams likened Liu’s election in 2009 as NYC’s first citywide Asian-American official to the election of President Obama in 2008, telling the largely black crowd that the comptroller’s elevation meant the same thing to the Asian community as the former Illinois senator’s breaking of racial barriers did to their own.

The Brooklyn Democrat, never one to be shy about speaking his mind, directly addressed what he called the “pink elephant in the room,” seeming to suggest that Liu’s troubles and the harsh media coverage has a racial component. (Adams isn’t alone in expressing this sentiment).

Adams, who’s planning a run for Brooklyn borough president in 2013, called Liu a “great comptroller” and urged the crowd to sing his praises because “other folks are off key.”

He lamented the fact that Liu’s children have to see negative coverage of their father, and the comptroller later admitted he has had to explain some stories to his 6-year-old son, Joey, who has taken to reading the editorial pages.

That was the only passing reference Liu made about the cloud hanging over his head.

He preferred to stick to happier topics, like the hot streak of Knicks point guard Jeremy Lin. Liu said Lin’s success has made him particularly proud because it proves something he has been saying “my whole life,” that Asian-Americans aren’t “just math nerds.”

There was also a lot of talk about the need to protect the pensions of public employees – a hot topic at the Capitol these days as Gov. Andrew Cuomo pushes to establish Tier 6 with a 401(K)-style option that the unions and their Democratic legislative allies hotly oppose.

State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli, who has been outspoken in his opposition of Cuomo’s plan, received warm applause when he told the crowd that “pensions are under attack.”

Senate Minority Leader John Sampson went even further, saying the labor movement is “under siege,” adding: “We cannot be asleep at the wheel…we cannot be another Wisconsin.”

“You better get ready for a fight,” Sampson, also of Brooklyn, told the crowd.

Oddly, there was nary a specific mention of Cuomo or his Tier 6 plan.

At the same time Liu’s reception was taking place, the governor was hosting a private reception at the executive mansion for black and Latino legislators.

At the event, Cuomo presented Assemblyman Herman “Denny” Farrell Jr. with a large cake in honor of his 80th birthday and sang the praises of the veteran Manhattan Democrat who was long a close ally of Cuomo’s father, former Gov. Mario Cuomo.

According to several lawmakers who attended the governor’s reception, Cuomo focused his remarks on public education, calling it the next great challenge for the minority community and likening it to his early career efforts to provide housing in low-income communities.

Cuomo touted the teacher evaluation deal struck last week by his administration, the state Education Department and the teachers unions. He said the agreement was just a start in his effort to reform the state’s education system.

There was no mention of the fact that minority lawmakers are at odds with Cuomo over his desire to allocate $250 million worth of a planned 4 percent education aid increase this year through a competitive grant process that opponents worry is likely to shortchange high-needs schools.

Also not mentioned: Redistricting.

In recent weeks, caucus members in NYC, Buffalo and Rochester have complained the map drawn by the Senate GOP disenfranchises minority voters, and called on Cuomo to stick to his veto pledge.
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